Name: ______________________________________________  Date: __________  Block: ____________

The Process:  Identifying Parts of Speech Step By Step

In order for a sentence to be a sentence “somebody” has to “do” or “be” something.  The #1 rule when it comes to sentences is that every sentence must have a subject and a predicate.  The predicate will be a verb and the subject will be a noun or a pronoun.  Because of this fact, it is best to hunt for those parts of speech first when trying to identify the words in a sentence.

Step 1.  Find the verbs…

Action Verbs:  A word that explains something you can do- jump, cry, think, read, laugh, find, cook, eat, enjoy, have, catch, run, deteriorate, fall, love, regret, attack, draw, learn, decorate, sing, watch, kick.

*If you have determined that the word is an action verb, you must now identify that word as a transitive or intransitive verb.  Ask the question: “What is being _________________” (fill blank with would-be verb).  If your question has an answer, it is a transitive verb (the action has been transferred from the subject to the object).  If you cannot answer the question, no action has been transferred and the verb is intransitive.  

Ex #1:  I walked the dog.  Ask, “What is being walked?”  Answer:  The dog.  Transitive verb.

Ex #2:  I walked home.  Ask, “What is being walked?”  Answer: Nothing.  Intransitive verb.

Linking Verbs:  A word that links another word (a noun/ pronoun) to something you can be- is nice, was late, should have been fun, might be great, will be punctual, are funny, might have been pleasant.


*Linking verbs might be comprised of more than one word.  Be careful.

Helping Verbs:  A word that helps an action verb establish tense:  “She will call,” “They might attend,” “William should have cooked pizza.”  These are very similar to linking verbs, except they don’t establish a state of being.

Step 2.  Find the nouns…

Common Nouns:  A generic person, place, thing, or idea- dog, movie, tea, plant, bed, teacher, rope, guitar, soda, boy, candy bar, shoe, book, water, chair, window, picture, wolf, necklace, phone.

Proper Nouns:  A specific person, place, thing, or idea- Church High School (specific school), Miss Aiken (specific teacher), Texas (specific state), Richmond (specific city), Catholicism (specific religion), Halloween (specific holiday), The Pirates of The Caribbean (specific movie), Bill (specific boy).


*These words will always be capitalized… but not all capitalized words are proper nouns.

Concrete Nouns:  A person, place, thing, or idea that pertains to the five senses (something you can see, feel, hear, smell, or taste)- chicken, sun, book, whale, wind, music, thunder, candy, nail polish, computer, fur, sand, fire, Christmas tree, glass, blanket, tree, ocean, skateboard, blueberries.

*Yes, these words appear to be exactly like common nouns.  A word can be both concrete and common (such as shoe, sun, chair, and candy).  A proper noun can also be concrete.  Bill is the name of a specific boy, but Bill is also something we can see and touch, making it concrete as well.  

Abstract Nouns:  A noun (mostly ideas) that cannot be perceived with the five senses or do not exist in the physical world, and therefore can only exist within ourselves- happiness, faith, hope, fear, wealth, religion, boredom, passion, intelligence, ignorance, pain,  inspiration, creativity, secrets, charity.

*Yes, these words can also be considered common nouns.  And there are some nouns that are both proper and abstract (such as Christianity and Heaven).  

*Common nouns will never be proper because they are opposites.

*Concrete nouns will never be abstract because they are opposites.      

*To make our lives easier, we will not be identifying words as common nouns on the test.  Nouns that are both proper and abstract should be identified as proper first and foremost.

Step 3.  Find the pronouns…

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun- him, her, they, we, us, it, you, me, I.  There are some trickier pronouns, so be careful.  Words like others (Others include Houston, Austin, and Dallas.), many (Many were lost during Hurricane Carmen.), and all (All must be on time.) are pronouns as well. 

*Think about it like this: If a noun were the teacher, a pronoun would be the sub.

*If a sentence does not have a noun as a subject, it has to have a pronoun.

Step 4.  Find the adjectives…


Adjectives describe or modify nouns and pronouns.

Articles:  A word that indicates whether the nouns refers to one of a general group (a book, a teacher, an encyclopedia, an apple) or someone/ something in particular (the book, the teacher, the encyclopedia, the apple).


*There are only three articles and they will always be articles (How easy!).

Proper Adjectives:  Proper nouns that are used to describe another noun- Jewish traditions, Greek olives, Virginian Ham, African drums, American history, Roman statues, Japanese laws, Christian holidays.

Possessive Nouns: A word that shows ownership or (duh!) possession- Miss Aiken’s class, the dog’s dish, Rodger’s house, my mom’s recipe, UVA’s football team, the bear’s claws.

*A possessive noun is going to have an apostrophe to indicate ownership, but be careful not to mix-up possessive apostrophes with contraction apostrophes.



*Yes, it’s called a possessive noun, but it is really an adjective.

Possessive Pronouns:  These adjectives take the place of a possessive noun- our class, its dish, his house, her recipe, their football team, my family.


*Again, it’s called a possessive pronoun, but it’s still an adjective.

*Can’t figure out if a word is a possessive pronoun (and therefore an adjective) or a regular pronoun?  Try this:  Can you replace the word in question with a possessive noun?

Ex #1:  I need her address.  Replace: I need Sarah’s address.  Yes!  It fits!  Possessive pronoun.

Ex #2:  I really like her.  Replace: I really like Sarah’s.  No!  Doesn’t work.  Regular pronoun.

Regular, Plain, Old, Ordinary Adjectives: These are the adjectives we know and love- pink dress, beautiful picture, smelly socks, smart kids, lazy cat, freezing air, salty chips, rude student, hateful words.


*Uh-oh… don’t forget words like: this book, all students, that classroom

Step 5:  Find the adverbs…

Adverbs modifies adjectives, verbs, and other adverbs (Hey… kinda like how an adjective describes or modifies a noun…)- ran quickly, surprisingly good, laughed loud, travel tomorrow, stop here, always late, go there, start now, climbed high, ridiculously rude, radically different.

*Adverbs answer the questions where, when, how, to what extent, and under what conditions.  Where do we stop?  Here.  When do we travel?  Tomorrow.  To what extent did he climb?  High.  Under what conditions will he be late?  Always.

*Adverbs also include negative words, such as not and never.  Negative words modify (change) the meaning of an adjective, verb, or adverb by making the meaning the opposite:  Don’t like = opposite of do like; never danced = opposite of danced.

Step 6:  Find the prepositions…

Prepositions identify a relationship between two nouns or pronouns- the cat in the chair, the tree on the hill, the monster under the bed, the girl beside me, the knife through my heart, the desk near the door.

*The prepositions that indicate location are easy to identify.  Don’t forget words like until, prior to, next to, except for…

Step 7:  Find the conjunctions…


Conjunctions join words or group of words- and, but, nor, yet, because.
*Hey, don’t forget words like before and when: I need to do my homework before I go out; I like carrots when they are not fully cooked.

Step 8:  Find the interjections…

Interjections are words that express emotion or expression and have no grammatical connection to the rest of the sentence- wow, gosh, hey, ouch, yikes, gracious.

Let’s use the steps to identify the words in the following sentences!  Yeah, what fun!

My father is a famous actor and my mother designs clothes for teenaged models.

Wow, your grandmother gave you a Mustang on your birthday!

She sang beautifully during the concert but was not happy with her performance.

Kelly’s favorite restaurant is a Korean place called The Golden Dragon.

